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I earned my BA on an Army 
ROTC scholarship and then de-
ferred my required military ser-
vice until after law school. With 
my JD in hand, I was accepted to 
a government honors program in 
environmental law with the Army 
as assistant general counsel of the 
Army at the Pentagon. That’s when 
I took my first deep dive into the 
Clean Water Act, advising the secre-
tary of the Army on environmental 
and land use issues involved in 
the Corps of Engineers’ civil works 
projects. These projects involved 
everything from ambitious envi-

ronmental restoration ventures and 
flood risk management initiatives to 
hydroelectric dams and municipal 
water supply systems. I also learned 
the nuts and bolts of the Corps’ 404 
regulatory program—the portion of 
the CWA that governs discharge of 
dredge and fill materials into navi-
gable U.S. waters.

I enjoyed applying my legal 
skills to real-world environmental 
problems presented by high-impact 
infrastructure, water, and energy 
projects, and I thrived while master-
ing environmental rules and laws. 
When I decided to move into private 

practice, I couldn’t imagine being 
anything other than an environmen-
tal lawyer. 

I’m very enthusiastic about 
the future of environmental law. I 
would encourage any attorney with 
an interest in working on relevant, 
real-life issues to consider a career 
in environmental law. How we 
manage and care for our world’s 
environment is going to be increas-
ingly important in the future. I see 
environmental law continuing to 
evolve and taking on a more pro-
nounced role in business operations 
and policy.
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Education: JD, University of Cincinnati College of Law

Company: Hunton Andrews Kurth

Industry: Law

Company CEO: N/A

Company Headquarters Location: Washington, DC

Number of Employees: 1000+

Words you live by: Keep it simple stupid (KISS).

Personal Philosophy: Don't compare yourself to others; simply be the best you  
can be.

What book are you reading: Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell

What was your first job: Reporter for The Morehead News, in Morehead, Kentucky

Favorite charity: ASPCA

Interests: Swimming and baseball

Family: I am married and have two children, two dogs, and two fat cats.

I would encourage any attorney with an interest in working on 
relevant, real-life issues to consider a career in environmental 

law. How we manage and care for our world’s environment  
is going to be increasingly important in the future. 
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