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Thank you Chief Judge McMahon & Judge Castel for inviting me to speak today 
on behalf of the 65-strong Duffy clerks. 
 
And thank you to Judge Irene Duffy (the “RJ”), and the Duffy children and 
grandchildren, for sharing with us your husband, father and grandfather, making us 
part of your extended family, for 44 years and counting.  
 
So what is it like to clerk for Kevin Thomas Duffy?   It’s a question Duffy clerks 
are asked frequently…though the question often sounds a bit different — perhaps 
more like this: "You clerked for Kevin Duffy?  What was that like??!!   Or "That 
must have been...in-ter-est-ing." 
 
Of course clerking for Kevin Duffy is interesting.  He shares with us lessons he 
learned personally from mythic and beloved figures of the Mother Court and the 
Circuit — J. Edward Lumbard, Edward Weinfeld, Henry Werker, Learned Hand 
himself, and contemporary giants, like John Keenan and Loretta Preska.  "Know 
your Judge."  "Be Yourself."  "Those Who Arrive Late, Don't Care."  "Respect and 
Learn from Everyone in the Courthouse"  "A Judge is Only as Good as the 
Lawyers Who Appear Before Him or Her" and, my personal favorite, "Give Us the 
Facts, Give Us the Law, Put it in Mother Goose Language."   
 
And interesting cases? The Clerk's wheel Divinely entrusted to KTD so many 
cases of great import, interest and difficulty.  Paul Castellano; Carmine Tramunti; 
Gilbert O'Sullivan; the Brinks Robbery; Walt Disney vs. The Happy Hooker; the 
Iranian Assets Litigation; the St. Patrick's Day Parade; and literally within minutes 
of his signing that decision, the First World Trade Center Bombing, followed by 
more than a decade of complex, novel and pressure-filled terrorism cases, from the 
Manila Bombing and Second World Trade Center Trial, to the USS Cole, to the 
East African Embassies Bombing and United States v. Bin Laden.   
 
Those terrorism cases led Fordham Law School to observe: "[W]hen the historic 
moment came, [he] was waiting there, at the one point in time and place where he 
could bring all that he was and all that life had made him to bear with decisive 
effect for the nation." 
 
And about those terrorism cases the Second Circuit wrote "Judge Duffy carefully, 
impartially, and commendably conducted the ... lengthy and extraordinarily 
complex trials from which these appeals were taken.  The fairness of the 
proceedings over which he presided is beyond doubt.” 



 
But interesting work fails to capture the greatest virtue of being a KTD clerk.   
 
Four years ago, the Judge revealed to us clerks the standard by which we had been 
selected.  For those familiar with the KTD interview and hiring process, you 
appreciate this was a beatific moment …. The answer to this great mystery?  He 
said he looked for someone with whom he could be … a lifelong friend.   
 
Think about that….Friendship.  It is one of God's most wonderful gifts.  It waits 
for us as we go about our business.  It lingers and reappears, sometimes when least 
expected, often when most needed.  Time and distance do not reduce its place in 
our hearts.  It is kinship by choice.  It shares. It considers.  It does not expect.  It is 
comfort, help and joy. 
 
Kevin Duffy is the finest of friends.  On any day in which we see you, it is ... the 
best part of the week.  He listens, reads and thinks with remarkable intensity and 
insight.  He is impatient with arrogance, and is generous with his compassion.  He 
remembers.  As clerks and former clerks, he deftly deals with each of us mindful of 
our particular personalities, talents and foibles — with respect for both our 
contributions, and our limitations.  He speaks truthfully and directly … especially, 
as you may have heard, from the bench.   
 
He laughs easily and mischievously.  A few years ago, I was given a particular 
professional opportunity, and the Judge called to congratulate me.  “You know, I 
never did that”, he said.  Just as my chest inflated a bit with pride, I heard him 
continue  “…Of course, when I was your age, I’d already been a federal judge for 
4 years.”   It was…perfect. 
 
In closing, I’d like to share with you an excerpt from a speech Judge Duffy shared 
with me in 1997, by then-Presiding Justice Tim Murphy.  I've kept these words, for 
nearly twenty years: 
 
“A judge, in the main is not a scholar, nor an intellectual, nor a philosopher. He is 
an ordinary human being carrying ordinary baggage of the good and the bad.  His 
only hope for distinction is that, when he puts down that baggage and looks back, 
he will not see that his shadow is that of a coward or a hypocrite.  He will see that, 
though his robe has become worn, his oath is as strong as on the day he took it. 
 
Having had fear of no one, and having given favor to no one, he closes the 
courthouse door behind him, and, if he's Irish, walks up the avenue ... with a skip 
and a smile.” 

 


